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EXCURSION ~ ANIENTS. SIsIB IE 


Meeting. 5th February - "Aborigines in Victoria" - Miss B. 
‘7 Cooper. 
Meeting. . 5th March — ANNUAL MEETING - Members' Night. 


Excursion 7th February - Sunday - Full Day - Wombat State Forest : 
Leader Mr. J. Harris. 

Excursion As the date for the March excursion falls on a holiday 
week-end, none has been arranged. The possibility of an 
excursion later in March will be discussed at the 
February meeting. 


Mangrove Bittern. 


President: Dr. F. HARRAP Phone 30 1651 Meetings, as specified, are held In the Administrat- 
: : ion Building of the School of Mines and Industries, 
Vice-pres: Mrs. M. ROTHERAM Phone 31 4054 lydiord Street South, Ballarat, commencing 8 pm. 
Secretary: Miss H. BURGESS Phone 31 2210 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 
These iter anaes: REYNOLDS Phone 327721 CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT and ARFASTRONG STREETS, 


BALLARAT. AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY’ OUTINGS, 
Editor Mr. J. NETHERWAY Phone 32 7296 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY, 


ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS: Members are reminded that 

under our constitution, written nominations, including 
seconder, for all positions on the executive committee 
should be handed to the Secretary by the end of the 

February meeting. Committee consists of 10 members, 
including President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. 


CLUB MEMBERSHIP FEES will be discussed, and are due at the 
Annual Meeting on March 5th. 


WOMBAT STATE FOREST EXCURSION. John Harris will show us 
and discuss two of the management areas before lunch which 
will be taken at the Nolan Creek picnic ground on the 
Lerderderg River. After lunch we will walk along Nolan 
Creek, and back along the Nolan Creek Road. 


NEW MEMBER - Mr. Pat. Hope was welcomed into the club at 
the December meeting. The President wished him a long and 
happy association with the club. 


SUMMARY OF REPORTS AT OUR MEETING ON DECEMBER 4TH 


Mr. L. Fink - the Peregrine Falcon chick that, at the 
last meeting, he reported having hatched, had successfully 
fledged and gone from its nest in the Brisbane Ranges. 


- Eastern Rosellas nesting in eucalypts beside 
the road near Scotsburn. 


Dr. F. Harrap - At Lake Tyrell (salt) fourteen grey plover 
in breeding plumage - a rare sighting. 

Miss H. Burgess— Roger Thomas had reported the presence of 
Painted Honeyeaters at Linton. 


- A Koala walking along Landsborough St., 
Ballarat. 


e__————— 


HERPETOLOGY — THE STUDY OF REPTILES 


At our December meeting Mr. Roy Pails introduced his subject 
of reptiles by showing slides of frogs which provide the 
staple diet for some species of snakes. 


Moving on to lizards we learnt there are five types of Blue 
tongues. The common or eastern is found along the east and 
into S.A., the Blotched in Victoria into S.A. and N.S.W., 
the Western over most of Australia where the Eastern 
bluetongue isn't found (but they have just been found in the 
Big Desert.), the Centralian in the Centre and up to Mt. Isa 
and the Northern around Darwin which meets up with the 
Eastern and hybridize. The common Bluetongue can have up to 
20 young while the Blotched has 5. Bougainville Skinks - are 
very interesting - as in some areas they lay eggs and in 
other areas bear live young. 


You can tell the sex of Thick tailed geckos by their tail. 
As the female has its reproductive organs in its body, its 
tail is narrower than the male which has its reproductive 
organs in its tail. 


Following slides were of the Gippsland water dragon, bearded 
dragon, lace or tree goanna and the banded form, sand goanna 
or Gould's monitor. Legless lizards are sometimes mistaken 
for snakes but on close examination tiny hind legs can be 
found. Snakes have no ears or eyelids. Two types of Pythons 
are found in Victoria, the diamond and the carpet. Death 
Adders - aren't common in this state and only grow to about 
two feet. They bring their tails over their head and by 
wriggling the tip near their mouth they lure prey within 
striking distance. Short tail denotes female and long tail 
a male. 


The Bandy, Bandy snake lives underground and feeds mainly on 
blind snakes. Brown snakes are very aggressive. All species 
of Brown lay eggs. The common brown has a narrow head. The 
King brown belongs to the black snake family and is black in 
S.A. but brown in all other states. Copperheads have a 
yellow stripe on the neck and white on the lips, and darker 
around the scales. They are cannibalistic. Some copperheads 
can look like red bellied blacks. 


Black snakes bear live young. They mate September to 
November and drop young 3 months later. Tiger snakes also 
bear live young. They can have 10 to a reported 70. Out 
of this one may survive. Tigers have a broad head. Just 
near Echuca they are a dirty brown colour without bands and 
near the Stony Rises thay are very nicely banded. Nowadays 
a 6 foot tiger is a big snake but years ago one near Mt. 
Gambier was reported to have reached 12 feet. 


Most snakes have their own specialized food. At this time 
of year to make the frogs go further, Mr. Pails ties a mouse 
onto a frog and so gets those captive snakes which only eat 
frogs, to get double the food. His snakes live in heated 
quarters all year round and are well fed, so grow very 

fast. The fortnightly food list is 200 mice, 100 day old 
chicks, 4-5 rats, frogs, skinks and 2 tins dog food. Mr. 
Pails has a western tiger snake which is too fat so it has 
started to regurgitate its food. He once had a carpet snake 
go without a feed for 2} years and still looked healthy. 

A normal brown snake eats 2 mice a week. After placing a 
rat or mouge in the cage if not eaten in 2 hours it is 
removed or it will chew at the snake. The snake which isn't 
hungry tries to get away, and can die from the gnawing. 


J. Spicer. 


VICTORIAN HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
16 Suspension St., Ardeer, Victoria. 3022. 


Field Trips : ROY PAILS - Phone 42 8697. 


Membership : $12 Ordinary, $15 Family, $10 Student, $8 Junior. 


BULN GHERIN AREA and BIRD OBSERVERS' BLOCK — 6.12.81 


The excursion began with a walk over some of the undulating 
pastures of Buln Gherin to observe Skylarks and Brown 
Songlarks. We saw a songlark fly from a nest and when it 
proved impossible for us to locate the nest in the long 
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grass, wonder was expressed that the bird could fly straight 
to it when we had left. It is unusual for our excursions to 
include farmlands, and the view across the rolling hills was 
enjoyed by all. 


On swamp land at Buln Gherin we saw many species including 
Herons, Ibis, Swamp Harrier, with several Brolgas providing 
highlights. 


We lunched in the Lake Goldsmith School grounds, then drove 
along the southern side of Lake Goldsmith itself. By now it 
was quite windy and we were fortunate that many birds had 
come to the south side of the lake to shelter from the wind. 
Many birds were seen, perhaps the most notable being the 
Red-necked Stint, Red-capped Dotterel, and Gull-billed Tern. 


From here we drove towards the Bird Observers! Club block at 
Linton, seeing another pair of Brolgas_and White-headed 
Stilts along the way. A special stop was made to see two 
areasof a species of Helichrysum in full yellow bloom, and 
not known to grow elsewhere. 


At Linton we were met by Roger Thomas and again we were to 
see many different birds. Most unusual was a Golden 
Whistler with a white breast - as pointed out by Roger the 
call was certainly that of a Golden Whistler! Other 
interesting sightings included the White-winged Triller, 
Dusky Woodswallow feeding young, and a male Mistletoe Bird 
which remained perched in full view for several minutes. 


Bird list for the excursion : 


BULN GHERIN : Brown Songlark, Skylark, Tree Martin, 


Striated Pardalote, Willie Wagtail, Straw-necked Ibis, 
Pipit, Brolga, White-faced Heron, Swamp Harrier, Brown 
Falcon, White-necked Heron, Eastern Swamphen, Magpie Lark, 
Magpie, Mountain Duck, Silver Gull, White Ibis, Nankeen 
Kestrel, Noisy Miner, White-plumed Honeyeater, European 
Goldfinch, White-fronted Chat, Black Swan. 


LAKE GOLDSMITH AREA: Gull-billed Tern, Spur-winged Plover, 
Red-rumped Parrot, Black Duck, Short-tailed Sandpiper, 
Welcome Swallow, Grey Teal, Red-necked Stint, Red-capped 
Dotterel, Hoary-headed Grebe, Coot, Pallid Cuckoo, White- 
headed Stilt. 


LINTON : Blue Wren, Golden Whistler, Yellow Robin, Rufous 
Whistler, Grey Fantail Welcome Swallow, White-throated 

Tree Creeper, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Crimson Rosella, Eastern 
Rosella, Little Eagle,White-eared, Yellow-faced, White-naped, 
and New Holland Honeyeaters, Grey Thrush, Satin Flycatcher, 
White-winged Triller, Kookaburra, Dusky Woodswallow, Galah, 
Sacred Kingfisher, Jacky Winter, Mistletoe Bird, Brown 
Thornbill, Striated Thornbill, Eastern Spinebill, Oriole. 


Plant list : 


BULN GHERIN : Growing on higher ground - Yellow Box 
(Eucalyptus Melliodora). 
On river flats - River Red Gum (E. Camaldulensis). 


ROAD SIDES 


Blue Devil - Eryngium rostratum 

Common Everlasting — Helichrysum apiculatum 
Sweet Hounds Tongue - Cynoglossum suaveolens 
Blackwood - Acacia melanoxylon 

Pale Beauty Heads - Calocephalus sonderi 
Tree Violet - Hymenanthera dentata 

New Holland Daisy - Vittadinia triloba 
Kangaroo Grass — Themeda Australis 

Blushing Bindweed - Convolvulus erubescens 
Minnie Daisy - Minuria leptophylla 


SWAMPS 


Water Buttons - Cotula coronopifolia 

Yellow Marsh—-Flower — Villarsia reniformis 

River Buttercup — Ranunculus rivularis 

Fairies Aprons - Utricularia dichotoma 

Eryngium spp. 

Helichrysum spp, (This plant not yet classified and not known 
to grow elsewhere. ) 


Our thanks to Laurie and Betty Millar, Ivan Tiley and Roger 
Thomas for a most enjoyable day. 


J. Netherway. 


MAPS 
Some recently published maps are — 


1: 100,000 (1cm to 1 Km) - 7723 - Castlemaine 


This map covers an area from Newstead and Barkstead 
in the West -— Maldon and Castlemaine in the North - 
Kyneton in the East —- Blackwood in the South. 


It includes the Northern part of the Wombat State Forest, 
the Upper Loddon State Forest, Maldon State Forest and 


_ part of the Mount Tarrengower State Forest. 


Available from logal bookshops. 
1_:_ 125,000 — Wombat State Forest Map (Forests Commission 


Victoria. ) 


This is one of four folded maps from the Forests 
Commission of interest to Ballarat Naturalists. It is 
very clearly printed showing the major road and tracks 
in the State Forest and in the Lerderderg Forest Park. 
In the southern part of the map is the Werribee Gorge 
Park. The facilities within the State Forest - Picnic 
ground, Fireplace, Toilets are illustrated,as are the 
softwood plantations. 


As can be seen from the map it is possible to travel 
through the forest from Barkstead to the Macedon Forest 
Park with only about 3 km of the journey not on forest 
roads. 


On the back of the map are some suggested forest drives, 
bushwalking and camping hints, the uses and management 
of the forest, history, fire and driving. 


1_: 75,000 Bendigo Whipstick Forest Park Map 


Major access roads and tracks in the two distinct areas 
of the Forest Park are shown as are the location of the 
Whipstick Environment Centre and the Historical Farm and 
Eucalyptus Factory. 


Macedon Forest Park 


This map, like the Wombat Forest map, shows access 
roads, tracks, pine plantations, picnic’areas, toilets, 
on one side. Hanging Rock is included on the Northern 
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edge of the map. The reverse side shows a portion of 
the park near Mount Macedon in greater detail. Listed 
are some suggested walks and drives, points of interest, 
management, fire, and the mountain environment. 


The scale is not marked on this map but it is about 
1 : 40,000. 


1_: 25,000 Mount Cole State Forest 


This map shows the forest area with a small locality 
map illustrating the access from the Pyrenees and 
Western Highways. The map covers from Ben Nevis and 
Mt. Buangor in the West to Mt. Lonarch in the East. 
Tracks, walking tracks, camping grounds, softwood 
plantations, picnic areas and dams are clearly marked. 
The map was compiled and drawn in 1977 and does not 
show the location of Richards Camp, a very pleasant 
camp with toilets, located about midway between the 
Glut Picnic Area and the Ditchfield Picnic Area. The 
creek side walk S.W. from the Richards Camp with a wide 
range of ferns and tall tree ferns is most attractive 
with Rufous Fantail present on Jan 26th. Yellow tailed 
black cockatoos and goshawk were other good birds that 
were present. 


The four maps from the Forestry Commission (available 
from the State Offices) cost $1.80 except for Bendigo 
Whipstick ($1.40). The other folded map is on the 
Grampians. 


F. Harrap. 


MEMBERS' NIGHT, MARCH 5TH : Members are invited to show 
slides, to a maximum of 15, to accompany their talks. 
Please bring a few extra slides just in case the evening 
needs to be rounded out. 


